
a FourPolnts bySh6raton, Chlcago, by clen Mntel
Whlle it might notgvethe mostamazingfrst
impression, the Chicago Downtown Four Points has
gotallthe importantthings righlThe hotel doesn't
look much from the outside, the lobby issmall
and unimpressive and the bara llttle charmless,
but the rooms are brightand well€ppointed,
with comfortable beds, decent bathrooms and
alarm clocks complete with iPod docks-alwaysa
welcome feature.In a courtyard behind the foyer,

lwassurprised to fnd a swimmlng poolwith lacuzzi,
andthere's also a g/m (which admiftedly, ldidn'tgo
near). The buffet breaKasts were varied. delicious
-the omelettes fabulous, the wafies fattening
beyond belief - and seryed u p by extremely
pleasant staff. Perhaps most importantly, the hotel
is ideally located on the Magnifcent Mile, with
chicago's best shops, sights and parks to hand.
Ontop ofthis, rooms can go for as little as $100.
T: 372 98L 6600. www.staryoodhotels.com

OClub M6d La Palmarale. Ma[akech.
by Xatl6 Relch-Slorer
Located in the tranquil La Palmeraie area. this is
one of three Club Med DroDerties in Manakech.
Aimed at families, it offers a picturesque setting
in which to enjoy a full-on Club Med alfinclusive
expeience. Ourstandard room was perfectly
comfortable, with a sunny balconyand large walkjn
shower, but no bath. The onlygripe here wEs the
lack of air-condition ing, which is switched on only
in summer, despite hot temperatures in spring.
The estaurants. too. were a bit of a letiown. The
main eatery is buffet-style and despite otfering

an impressive selection, thefoodjust didn't live
upto exoectations and was often lukewam and
tasteless. The specialB Moroccan restaurant did
have a bettea atmosphere, butwe were rushed in
and outat lightningspeed and thefood lacked
flavorand authenticity. Staff were in the main
fdendly, especially in the restaurant, but didn't
speak very Cood EnEllish, so non-French speakers
mightstruggle. But what most people come to
Club lvled for are the activities and there are plenty
on offer, from cookery classes to aqua aerobics.
There is also a spa (see review on pg 83).
T: +212 2442 5a00. www.clubmed.us

a Glouc6at6r Park, London, by Marla Plerl
Gloucester Park offers 100 contemporarystyled
seNaced apartments, ideal for business traveters
looking for a longstay ahernative to a hotel. The
one, twc and threBbedroom apartments feature
aircon, balconies, en suite granite bathrooms,
Miele kitchens, fat-screen Ws, DVD players, wi-f
and secure underground parkin€!. Added touches
include a friendly 24-hour conciergedesk, in-
house maintenance and daily maid service, plus

a welcome hamper packed fullof Bdtish goodies
- jam, shortbread, eggs, cheese, milk, bread,
chocolates and cereal. Llnen and towels are a

given and a range of l\,,loRon Brown products can
befound in allthe bathrooms.lts central location,
in the heart of London's residentlal Kensington
district, within easy reach of Kensington Gardens
and Knightsbridge, makes Gloucester Park
perfecuy placed for both business and leisure.
Gloucester Park is one ofa ran€le ofindividually
developed London apanment units belongingto
the ChevalG.oup and although the minimum stay
tends to be three months, it usually proves more
cost€ffective than a hotel, as well as offering
travelers a high level of independence and priyacy.

f: +44 20 7373 7444. www.cheval4roup.com
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